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Page 28: Photo courtesy of Sassy Lassy Events, Page 24: Photo by AM Photography, Page 34: Photo by Seth lverson, 


Page 36: Photo by Randy Stern. 
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OUR LAVENDER 


FROM THE EDITOR | BY CHRIS TARBOX 


Putting The "Gay" In "Gala" 


As a wise man once said, “When it's time to party, we will always 
party hard," and with the summer season fast approaching, that seasonal 
prime time for partying is almost here. 

Whether it's a bridal shower, an engagement party, a birthday soiree, 
a coming out party, or a corporate get-together, there are plenty of great 
resources in the Twin Cities area to help enhance your summer parties 
to make them all the more memorable. 

In our Summer Entertaining issue, we chat with the fine folks at 
D'Amico Catering and learn more about their sumptuous services; we 
get to know the joyful emcees of Sassy Lassy Trivia & Events; and we 
have a special Senior Living section devoted to planning the ultimate 
retirement party. 


On top of that, we have a super-sized Lavender Lens gallery chroni- 
cling some of the recent big events in our community, we take a trip 
to the fabulous locales of Portland, and we have a special retrospective 
looking at a recently departed member of the Twin Cities leather com- 
munity. 

So whether you like to party hard or celebrate casually, our Summer 
Entertaining issue is a swell resource for your fabulous festivities. And 
speaking of parties, Lavender's next First Thursdays happy hour event 
will be at Minneapolis' Union Bar & Grill on Thursday, May 3, so be sure 
to stop by, grab a drink and hang out with us! BM 


OUR LAVENDER 


A WORD IN EDGEWISE | BY E.B. BOATNER 


Happy Birthday, to Me! 


April is the cruelest month. Or is it? Every time I see it come around 
and I'm still breathing, that's а plus. I was thinking recently about how 
folks assume some things are always and inevitably so (two genders; nine 
planets circling Sol), and looked back across my own lifespan. 

In 1941 there were only 94 known elements in the Periodic Table; sci- 
entists, of course, knew there were others waiting to be discovered, and 
just so, in the past several weeks four new elements—nihonium, moscovi- 
um, tennessine, and oganesson—have been isolated and allotted numbers 
113, 115, 117, and 118. 

Тһе population, to which I added one, stood at 113,000,000. There were 
perhaps a few thousand television sets in homes, mostly clustered around 
New York City, providing two 15-minute newscasts a day. That December 
7, they spread the news of Pearl Harbor. My dad probably earned $4-6,000 
annually (we didn't chat about it) and later, my college tuition in 1959 was 
$1,250, with room and board being another $1,100. 

No one mentioned homosexuality, and I never even heard the word trans- 
gender; after all, Christine Jorgensen only burst into the scene in late 1952. 


One can go on at length about bread being eight cents a loaf, milk 32 
cents a gallon, and gasoline 19 cents a gallon. Today, you must go to your 
keyboard's “Special Characters" to insert the “ር” sign. The point I’m work- 
ing towards is that nothing is written in stone but the pesky death and tax- 
es, and for some, that latter is fast going as extinct as the 3€ postage stamp. 

My parents who were born the year the Wright brothers made their 
historic 59-second, 852-foot flight, flew on commercial jet airliners and 
saw men land and walk upon the moon. I've seen real Martian landscape 
through the eyes of the Curiosity rover and know that Voyager 1, traveling 
since 1977 (when my parents were still alive), has penetrated interstellar 
space. 

We have no idea how many wonders are yet to come. I won't be cog- 
nizant of the ones in 2041, but they'll be there. Just as surely as advanced 
firearms replaced the longbow and the horseless carriage supplanted 
quadrupeds, life will change. In the meantime, let April come: let me eat 
cake! ፪፪ 
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LAVENDER LENS | PHOTOS BY SOPHIA HANTZES 
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LAVENDER LENS | PHOTOS BY SOPHIA HANTZES 
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LAVENDER LENS | PHOTOS BY SOPHIA HANTZES 


STYLE - FUNCTION - VALUE 
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EYEWEAR 
Features Unique, Luxurious, 
Handcrafted Eyewear 


Now proudly featuring our most 
exclusive eyewear at swanoptik.com 
651-646-8080 ” moderneyewearoptical.com 

1600 University Ave. W, Suite #4, St. Paul, MN 55104 
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“ልክ EVENING 
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MARCH 12, 2018 


Photo by Sophia Hantzes 
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Photo by Sophia Hantzes 
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LAVENDER LENS | PHOTOS BY SOPHIA HANTZES 
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SCENE 


ARTS & CULTURE 


FIVE POINTS 
Through May 13 
Ritz Theater, 345 Thirteenth St. NE 
Minneapolis 
(612) 339-3003 
www.latteda.org 

Тһе new musical, Five Points, is set in a 
Manhattan neighborhood during the Civil 
War—a location where newly freed African- 
Americans and poor European immigrants 
intersected. Lamar Jefferson and Ben Bakken 
play two men of two different worlds in this 
cross-cultural depiction of a specific place and 
time. Theater Latte Da, known for strong pro- 
ductions of classic musicals, gives birth now 
to a new musical. 

Director Peter Rothstein puts forth that 
"Douglas Lyons and Ethan Pakchar are an 


SPOTLIGHT 


incredibly skilled songwriting team. They cut 
their teeth working as performers on Broad- 
way and have extraordinary musical chops 
despite their young age. As a team they have 
created a sound that is uniquely theirs. It is 
both complex and accessible, contemporary 
and nostalgic, popular and theatrical. Harri- 
son David Rivers's book reflects his ability to 
ground characters in emotional realism while 
providing the narrative efficiency and drive 
needed for the musical theater form." 


JERSEY BOYS 

Through April 29 

Orpheum Theatre, 910 Hennepin Ave. 
Minneapolis 

800-982-2787 
www.hennepintheatretrust.org 


BY JOHN TOWNSEND 


Тһе story of Frankie Valli and the Four 
Seasons stands as one of the most popular 
Broadway musicals of our time. It's not just 
a jukebox musical showcase featuring popu- 
lar tunes of a popular music group or genre. 
Rather, Jersey Boys transcends that and delves 
into the world, hearts, and minds of the artists 
depicted and creates a memorable portrait of 
scrappy working class guys making their way 
up into the upper echelons of show business— 
no minor feat, to be sure. Jersey Boys won both 
the top Tony and the Olivier Awards, as well 
as the Grammy for Best Musical Show Album. 
Wax nostalgic with such marvelous tunes as 
“Big Girls Don't Cry,” “Working My Way Back 
То You Babe,” and “Can’t Take My Eyes Off 
of You." 


Jersey Boys. Photo by Joan Marcus 
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BY JOHN TOWNSEND 


MERMAID HOUR: REMIXED 
AND NEW PLAY READINGS 
Through Apr. 29 
Mixed Blood Theatre, 1501 S. Ath St. 
Minneapolis 
612-338-6131 
www.mixedblood.com 

Mixed Blood Theatre concludes its On 
Our Own Terms series about transgender 
experience with new play readings and a 
performance by Azzy Caballero as Vi in a 
fully produced new stage play titled Mermaid 
Hour: ReMixed by David Valdes Greenwood. 
This further carves Mixed Blood's niche into 
transgender-oriented play production. 

Caballero shares, "The character is some- 
what close to home but the age is so different. 
It took me a while longer to come to terms 
with myself and be able to tell anybody who 
I really was. Vi is a lot younger than I was. 
Like Vi, I have not transitioned yet either, but 
I take what she (Vi) says very personally and 
use it to my advantage to portray the emotion 
onstage. Vi strongly resembles my sister who 
is 11 years old. She helped me get into the 
mindset of Vi. She is really sassy and always 
on her phone. So, in some ways, I am chan- 
neling her." 


Mermaid Hour: ReMixed. Photo by Rich Ryan 


Taking Shakespeare. Photo by Sarah Bauer 


TAKING SHAKESPEARE 
May 11-June 3 
Gremlin Theatre, 550 Vandalia St., St. Paul 
1-877-71-TICKETS 
www.gremlintheatre.org 

Linda Kelsey and John A.W. Stephens por- 
tray a seasoned professor and slacker hooked 
on video games in Gremlin Theatre’s area pre- 
miere of John Murrel’s Taking Shakespeare. 
As they study examine the Bard’s tragedy, 
Othello, new understandings unfold for both. 
This choice further strengthens Gremlin’s 
stellar reputation for classic and contempo- 
rary plays. In this case, it’s a serendipitous 
combination of both. 

Director Peter Hansen says, “I think in 
some ways, what art—especially great art— 
does is expose us to things that are bigger 


and more powerful than ourselves. In Shake- 
speare, (it is) his language, his characters; 
they bring us face to face with a kind of poten- 
cy that is rare, beautiful and terrifying. It chal- 
lenges us and perhaps can change us. And it 
can also pull us outside of ourselves and into a 
larger world. In Taking Shakespeare, we have 
two people who have grown inward on them- 
selves in very different ways and who are in 
some sense stunted or withdrawn as people. 
Over the course of the play, they force each 
other out of the sheltered safety they have 
each constructed for themselves. Through 
Shakespeare and the friendship that grows 
between them, they each have a new chance 
at life and of taking the hard but beautiful and 
necessary steps to grow and really live.” 
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SPOTLIGHT BY JOHN TOWNSEND 


This Bitter Earth. Photo by Andy Weaverling 


THIS BITTER EARTH 
Through May 20 
Penumbra Theatre, 270 N Kent St., St. Paul 
651-224-3180 
www.penumbratheatre.org 

Harrison David Rivers is one of the hottest 
properties on the local theater scene, with his 
book for the musical Five Points in production 
by Theater Latte Da and his play, This Bitter 


Earth, which deals with an interracial gay 
relationship featuring at the prestigious Pen- 
umbra Theatre. It features Jon-Michael Reese 
and Kevin Fanshaw. 

The playwright relates, “I started think- 
ing about This Bitter Earth in the summer of 
2014. I'd just moved to the Twin Cities. I'd met 
a really great guy, who is now my husband. 


And Michael Brown had just been shot and 
killed. It was a time of newness and excite- 
ment, but also sadness and fear. The play for 
me is a strange amalgamation of that particu- 
lar time in my life: an attempt to work through 
the complicated feelings of being a black man 
with a white partner in the midst of Black 
Lives Matter.” ፪፪ 
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“А DELIGHT 
to behold!” 


—Talkin' Broadway 


“Newsies 
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..ህ with KICKS 
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Presented by 


S Starlribune 
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MAGNETIC...” 
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YEARS 


Chanhassen 
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952.934.1525 
800.362.3515 
ChanhassenDT.com 
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NEW PATIENT OFFERS: 


399 Exam = FREE Whitening 


X-rays and cleaning with exam, XTOys and cleaning 
Limit one offer per patient. Offers cannot be combined. 


612-877-8887 , www.milldistrictdental.com 
Brian Peters, DDS 1026 Washington Ave S, Suite 100 • Minneapolis 


m 


ALT LIS = - Е 


AR CH ITECTURE + DESIGN www.altusarch.com 


М MILLOT & STARKS 


Law OFFICE PLLC 


Estate Planning, 


LGBT+, Civil Litigation ንኝ 
612-337-9520 . 


www.millotandstarkslaw.com _ 


jewelry 
home 
chocolate 


Shops at Excelsior & Grand | 3826 Grand Way | St. Louis Park | 952.922.8364 www.StyleByMax.com 
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CARLASWALDEMAR 


The Tom McCall Waterfront Park is a popular destination for jogging, biking, and checking out local art. Photo courtesy of Travel Portland 


Portland, Where the Livin’ Is Easy 


Welcome to Portland. You’ve heard the 
hype? How its pastoral life is paraded by its 
smart, eco-conscious, bearded, tattooed, for- 
ward-thinking, public-minded, mellowed-out 
citizenry? Well, it’s all true. A lot like Min- 
neapolis, but with more pines, better urban 
planning, and the world’s best bookstore. The 
only myth I’m here to ruin is that it rains all 
the time. Most locals don’t carry an umbrella, 
because, as locals schooled me, “It’s never a 
downpour, just a gentle mist.” Four days here 
and I didn’t feel a drop. 

It’s a city of unique neighborhoods to wan- 
der, divided into five quadrants (math is not 
their strong suit) along the Willamette Riv- 
er—easy to maneuver, thanks to light rail and 
Uber. First thing, I headed to the Alberta Arts 
District to patrol its indie shops, cafes, and gal- 
leries, aside the dog-walkers and stroller-push- 
ers of the newly hip "hood. Breakfast at Pine 
State Biscuits sets the mood, standing in line 
(there’s always a line) to order “anything with 
mushroom gravy,” declared a nose-ringed, 
Bunyan-shirted resident. I complied, adding 
it upon the stack of fried chicken, bacon, and 
cheese topping my mega-bun. 

Then, just when you think you'll never be 
hungry again, there’s Bollywood Theater, 
as blissfully over-embellished as anything in 
Mumbai, with food to match. Or consider Ran- 
dom Order Pie Bar (cocktails, too) and Salt & 
Straw, with hand-crafted ice cream in flavors 
that bounce from pear/blue cheese to bone 


marrow & Bourbon-smoked cherries to slurp 
as you stroll from guitar store to sake bar; bike 
shop to artists’ collective; fabric boutique to 
Collages, a boutique of locally produced wish- 
lists. There’s Tumbleweed for tailored femme 
wear, Ampersand with fine books and gallery, 
Shoe Shangri-La, and more. 

A quick Uber away lies Mississippi Avenue, 
a newer gentrification of a ‘hood of modest 
houses now vying with stylin’ lofts and condos. 
Stop at Sweedeedee for brunch in this once- 
bungalow. My choice: chilaquiles with house- 
made tortillas. Don’t miss the kitchen’s pies and 
muffins while listening to tunes from its cache 
of LPs. (Around the corner you'll find Mississip- 
pi Records.) Then patrol the avenue to Tanner 
Goods, featuring up-market accessories; Pax- 
ton Gate, with eclectic treasures ranging from 
animal skulls to framed insects and carnivorous 
plants; and The Meadow, whose gourmet goods 
include finishing salts and chocolates. Stop in 
the friendly Q Center (LGBTQ community cen- 
ter) while you're here. 

Adjoining downtown lies the longer-es- 
tablished Pearl District, which has traded its 
once-homespun edges for shinier storefronts, 
including familiar chains among the indies and 
galleries. Here's where to find Powell's, the 
three-floor book arena, complete with maps to its 
900 aisles. The intimate Oregon Jewish Museum 
details not only the state's early arrivals but also 
those fleeing Nazi and Soviet rule. A temporary 
exhibition called Vedem features the amazing, 


The Knockback is one of many upscale drinking spots 
in Portland. Photo courtesy of Jamies Francis and 
Travel Portland 


Portland features a famed bicycle nonprofit known 
as the Community Cycling Center. Photo courtesy of 
Travel Portland 


so-named magazine stealthily put out by teenag- 
ers in the Terezin concentration camp. Bonus: 
Every district sports an ebullient pod of food 
carts (600 citywide!). And NO sales tax! 

'To get a handle on the lively downtown and 
its design, sign on for a walking tour via the 
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TRAVEL 


Visitors Center in Pioneer Square, the city's living room. We learned 
that Portland's user-friendly vibe is no accident. During the late 706, 
residents decided that a good lifestyle began with well-planned urban de- 
sign, incorporating green values and intelligent transportation systems. 
Thus, buildings’ upper stories are set back from street-level to capture 
sunlight; street facades must include windows; building heights are lim- 
ited, as is protruding signage, etc. 

Four-spout bubblers (OK, drinking fountains) stand on many a street 
corner, thanks to an early benefactor determined to provide free, clean 
drinking water to one and all. Oh, and there’s Portlandia herself, a mus- 
cular statue fronting the facade of a Michael Graves-designed municipal 
building (love it or hate it: I’m in the loving camp). A riverside swath 
called Waterside Park has replaced a tangle of freeways, and from it ona 
sunny day you'll spy snow-covered Mt. Hood. 

Follow the park north to the Japanese Historical Plaza, where a series 
of boulders are carved with sad haiku phrases from citizens of Japanese 
heritage during their WWII interment, plus an apology by President 
Reagan. (Today the city sports a wondrous, newly expanded Japanese 
Garden, too.) The waterfront hosts the must-do, open-air Saturday Mar- 
ket (now Sundays, too), with multitudes of stalls of clothing, trinkets, 
artwork, prepared food, and primo people-watching. 

Head north a few blocks, into Chinatown and its walled Lan Su Gar- 
den, a city block converted from a parking lot into an oasis of serenity 
boasting cherry blossoms, pines, a pool with goldfish big enough to ride 
on, stone-sculpted footpaths and graceful bridges, along with a tearoom, 
replica of an artist’s studio, and fine gift shop. 

A parkland median, abloom with daffodils, fronts the city’s art mu- 
seum, performance hall, and Oregon Historical Society (native artifacts 


block. Courtesy of Lan Su Chinese Garden 


to Lewis and Clark and the missionaries who followed, to the story of 
civil rights, including the state’s Black Panthers). 

Time to eat. Or, wait a minute: time to drink. Join a Brewvana bus 
or walking tour to sip the drink that Portlanders most favor—yup, beer. 
The city boasts 80 breweries, and a tour visits a revolving list of four, 
each offering samples along with intriguing history. We especially sa- 
vored Broadside’s lager with cucumber and lime; Ex Novo's hazy IPA 
(plus pizza); Unicorn’s hibiscus pils, made from corn; and Cider Riot's, 
well, everything. “If you didn’t like cider before,” instructs tour leader 
Kelene, “you will now.” No lie. And guess where its owner first practiced 
his cider-making skills? In his dorm room at Macalester College. 

Okay, now it’s time to eat, and a grand place to start, I discovered, was 
right in my high-style hotel, the new Hi-Lo. Its modern Mex restaurant 
is called (get it?) Alto Bajo, and it delivers on its promise. I feasted on 
empanadas plumped with locally foraged mushrooms, then pollo carbon, 
accompanied by a trio of house-made moles: tamarindo, amarillo, and rojo, 


all stylishly executed—as was my Alto margarita, fueled with anejo tequila. 
CONTINUED ON PAGE 22 ሙ 
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Hawks View Cottages 


— dreamers welcome — 


Our nine distinctive cottages, lodges 


& suites are crafted high up onto 
steep wooded bluffs, with hawk's 


eye views of the Mississippi River 
and Old Fountain City, Wisconsin. 


During your stay visit our 
tasting room and wine 
shop located at 17 North 
Street. All of our wines are 
made from 10055 locally 
grown grapes. 


651-293-0803 or 866-293-0803 
www.hawksview.net • Fountain City, WI 


Announcement includes a photo and up 
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online edition for 2 weeks. 


For more information call 
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689 WINNETKA AVE. N. * GOLDEN VALLEY, MN 55427 
763.593.1777 • TOLL FREE: 888.893.7950 • INFO@BWFLORAL.COM 
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The Ellie M. Hill Bonsai Terrace, located at Portland's Japanese Garden. Photo by 
Bruce Forster 


Dinner at Departures, high atop the Nines Hotel, provides a spec- 
tacular city view to match the stellar food that comes from the Asian- 
influenced kitchen that incorporated Northwest ingredients. My feast 
of small plates segued from crispy pork belly with cherry ginger to a 
sumptuous salad of roasted carrot—ribbons, coins—in smoked cashew 
butter, curry, and coconut cream. Then on to a mountain of Brussels 
sprouts in lime, mint, and chili, followed by charcoal-grilled scallops with 
chick peas, carrot, and squash. Room for dessert? Dumb question. Bring 
on the chocolate-ash cake (from coconut husks) with bits of cherry and 
durian and chocolate ice cream. 


Portland is home to a 9.1-асге Japanese Garden. Photo by Bruce Forster 


Another night, another hotel with a superior kitchen, that of the 
Heathman's Headwaters, whose James Beard-winning chef prepares Or- 
egon rockfish and chips, seafood paella, all manner of shellfish, and my 
messy-but-worth-it choice, Oregon Dungeness crab in curry sauce. And 
for dessert, brown butter ice cream with duck-fat caramel. More crab for 
lunch at Southpark Seafood with a Dungeness roll and side of beet salad. 

And for my final dinner, it's Tasty n Alder, a convivial, buzzy atmo- 
sphere in which to savor small plates, such as my grilled quail and side of 
farro risotto (wild mushrooms, poached egg, Parmesan). When I eyed a 
neighboring table's steak tartare and grilled octopus, they kindly shared 
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COMPLIMENTARY CHAMPAGNE, 
WINE & MIMOSAS, 
CARVING STATION, BREAKFAST 
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410 OAK GROVE STREET - MINNEAPOLIS 


frontdesk@womansclub.org • 612-813-5300 - www.womansclub.org 


Visitors at the Japanese Garden can relax with some tea at the Umami Cafe. 

Photo by Bruce Forster 

bites with me. Yum. Couldn't manage dessert after that, but on a saner 
day, I'd choose the chocolate malt, served with fries along with the sug- 
gestion, "Dip 'em." 

Portlanders take their food seriously, right down to the donut wars 
between Voodoo, with its iconic pink boxes, and Blue Star, where I over- 
indulged in a blueberry bourbon basil plus a chocolate buttermilk treat 
with rosewater and gold leaf. As one wise local advised, “It’s Voodoo for 
shock value (and vivid Instagrams) and Blue Star for gourmet quality." 
Take your pick. 

Your turn, now. For more info, visit www.travelportland.com. 


The Portland Saturday Market. Photo courtesy of Travel Portland 


GLBT Portland 

The motto is "Pride, not Prejudice.” 

June's Pride features a parade and festivities in Waterfront Park 

Red Dress lyes, you, too] is a big-event charity bash in April 

Beartown draws bears in July. HQ: Jupiter Hotel 

Portland Queer Music Festival livens Crush Bar in August 

Dance Nights: Branx/Rotture, fourth Saturday; Vendetta, with its “queer collective" 
of DJs, designers, socialites; Holocene, with edgy bands and top queer artists; Trio 
Club: retro music and zero attitude. 

Film Fetes: Q Doc in May—provocative works and, likewise, speakers; Portland 
Lesbian & Gay Film Festival, eight days in October with celeb-infested parties. 
Bars & Clubs: Boxxes; CC Slaughters; The Embers Avenue; Silverado; Hobo s; 
Crush Bar 

Info: PQ Monthly, plus daily online and www.travelportland/com/lgbt 
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Ain't No Pa 


D'Amico caters to all of the Twin Cities' Italian 
cuisine cravings. 


Written by Kassidy Tarala 


Mini Bagels with Lox and Mini Bloody Marys are some of the culinary delights offered by D'Amico. Photo by 
Robert Evans Photography 
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Like 
A D'Amico Party 


The Twin Cities food scene is definitely 
something to boast about, especially when 
it includes a catering service with recipes 
straight out of Italy. Richard and Larry 
D'Amico started D'Amico Catering in the 
1980s, when they opened their first locations 
in Minneapolis, D'Amico Cucina and Azur. 
As sons of Italian immigrants and second- 
generation restauranteurs, the D’Amicos 
were ready to share their Italian family reci- 
pes with the Twin Cities. 

After establishing a strong catering pres- 
ence in the Twin Cities, they were asked to 
cater some major events like the opening of 
the Mall of America and some major Super 
Bowl events in 1992. 

"Over the past 25-plus years, we have or- 
chestrated thousands of events of all types 
and sizes across the Twin Cities and main- 
tained a reputation as the Twin Cities’ pre- 
mier caterer," says D'Amico Senior Market- 
ing Manager Jason Brown-Hoesing. 

Brown-Hoesing says despite their only 
physical presence being in the Twin Cities 
metro, D'Amico caters to anyone, regardless 
of where they might be. 

“We can go from an intimate chef dinner 
in your home to helping you plan a magnifi- 
cent holiday soiree in a large space such as 
International Market Square. The events we 
cater are truly endless," he says. "Our expert 
event planners can assist with your wedding, 
corporate events, social gatherings and be- 
yond, and our culinary team offers a very di- 
verse range of menu options to suit all tastes 
and special requirements." 

D'Amico also offers exclusive access to a 
variety of venues across the Twin Cities in- 
cluding Calhoun Beach Club, International 
Market Square, Metropolitan Ballroom & 
Clubroom, McNamara Alumni Center, Mill 
City Museum, Sovereign Estate Winery, 
Loring Social, Bavaria Downs and Minneso- 
ta History Center, as well as countless other 
off-premise settings. 


Loring Social is one of the catering venues D'Amico utilizes for its events. Photo by Nylon Saddle Photography 


“Were also a preferred catering vendor 
for dozens of top venues around town, and 
we do offpremise events as well, such as 
private home gatherings and more. We cater 
to groups of all sizes and scopes," Brown- 
Hoesing says. 

While the quality of D'Amico's recipes 
dates back to its Italian immigrant founders, 
the catering style is constantly changing to 
adapt to the needs of each individual client. 

“Our goal every day is to provide ser- 
vices in all ranges to create the best experi- 
ence possible for our clients. We put an equal 
amount of passion into all that we do—from 
our bread baskets to a 12-course menu tast- 
ing with wine pairings," he says. 

In addition to being delicious, D'Amico 
also prides itself on being socially and sus- 
tainably conscious in all of its catering and 
food production. 

"As a passionate supporter of social re- 
sponsibility and sustainability, D'Amico 
Catering believes in providing intelligently 
sourced, eco-friendly food that is authentic, 
real healthy and fresh," Brown-Hoesing 
says. ^Our Naturally D'Amico program is 
founded on GOALS of Green, Organic, Ar- 
tisanal, Local and Sustainable cuisine when- 


bi » 
ever possible. D'Amico offers its services for weddings, corporate events and more. Photo by AM Photography 
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Through its Naturally D'Amico program, D'Amico works to exercise sustainability and environmentally friendly practices. Photo by AM Photography 


То encourage clients to be more eco- 
friendly in their catering choices, D'Amico 
also provides products that avoid plastic 
and other harmful substances. 

“We offer eco-friendly options on a reg- 
ular basis. At no additional charge to our 
clients, we provide China plates, stainless 
flatware, and glassware, rather than plas- 
tic ware at our bars," he says. ^We also pro- 
vide white table linens and linen napkins 
that are laundered instead of disposable 
napkins, and recycle all bar and beverage 
items—cans, plastic bottles, and beer and 
wine bottles. We have worked with many 
events and organizations with stringent 
guidelines for sustainable practices." 

D'Amico strives to cater to everyone, 
regardless of budget or event size. 

“D’Amico caters events of all budgets, 
sizes and occasions—from graduation 
parties, to weddings, to large-scale Super 
Bowl events. Casual shindig, or grand af- 
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fair, D'Amico has done it all, and our clien- 
tele is as diverse as the type of events we 
cater," Brown-Hoesing says. 

Continuing its mission of serving a 
diverse group of clients, Brown-Hoesing 
says D'Amico has actively served clients 
of the GLBT community for most of its ex- 
istence. 

^We have been so fortunate to have 
served in the GLBT community over the 
past 25 years and we look forward to con- 
tinung to serve them for years ahead, 
whether it's weddings, parties or events of 
all kinds." 

If you're in the market for a catering 
service that offers fresh Italian cuisine, 
eco-friendly products, friendly services 
and a menu as diverse as the clientele, 
look no further than D'Amico Catering. 
For more information about their servic- 
es, visit their website at www.damicocater- 
ing.com. 88 
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helping you plan 
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as International 
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truly endless. 
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та Garlic / Onions 


One of the games offered by Sassy Lassy is "Survey Says", a riff on Family Feud. Photo courtesy of Sassy Lassy Events 


O 
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Sassy Lassy Trivia & Events gives game night 


a Whole new meaning. 


Written by Kassidy Tarala 
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Founded by an Irishman in 2010, Sassy 
Lassy Trivia & Events has become notori- 
ous for its playfulness, laughter, and sincere 
interactions with clients. Five years later, Su- 
san Du purchased the brand and expanded 
into private event planning. 

“Our clients might be planning every- 
thing from a bat mitzvah to a holiday party 


-orpe Sass 
ick InviaLass 


to a team-building session, conference, or 
fundraiser. We're really great at pairing each 
event with the right host(s) and game(s), so 
we can strike the right tone at every event. 
We help clients land the perfect venue, cater- 
er, florist, or anything else they may need,” 
Du says. 

Additionally, Sassy Lassy Trivia & Events 
hosts games unlike any other. From custom 
trivia to “Тһе Amazing Scavenger Race" to 
*Minute To Bring It," entertaining guests is 
nothing foreign to the staff at Sassy Lassy 
Trivia & Events. 


Sassy Lassy offers a variety of services ranging from 
game nights and trivia to team-building sessions and 
improv acts. Photo courtesy of Sassy Lassy Events 


“We do still host some public trivia nights 
around the Twin Cities, but we're more of a 
boutique pub trivia company these days. We 
say ‘no thank you’ more than we say ‘yes.’ 
We're only a good fit for bars that want some- 
thing other than bog standard trivia," she 
says. “Our trivia nights are as much about 
the host personalities and the rapport they 
build with teams week after week, and about 
the laughter and engagement in the room." 

In addition to bringing game night to the 
bar, Sassy Lassy Trivia & Events has also 
hosted a variety of events for clients includ- 
ing birthday parties, weddings, and rehears- 
al dinners. 

*We've hosted a few grand birthday soi- 
rees, and our drag queen hosts are especial- 
ly popular for weddings and rehearsal din- 
ners. We'll do 300+ events this year, and the 
vast majority are for corporate clients like US 
Bank, Best Buy, Allina, Medtronic, General 
Mills, and many other fabulous but smaller 
local businesses," Du says. 

Sassy Lassy Trivia & Events' drag queens 
are known for drawing in crowds of people 
looking to be entertained. The Sassy Lassy 
'Troupe includes a number of local drag art- 
ists who, in addition to participating in game 
shows and drag shows, host unique drag 
queen events. 

“Drag has a long and rich history, but per- 
formers like RuPaul have done so much work 
to make drag accessible to wider audiences. 
Even our corporate clients are asking about 
drag queen hosts for their events, which I 
think is great evidence that positive represen- 
tation in pop culture really matters," she says. 

Du says Sassy Lassy Trivia & Events is 
also heavily involved in the GLBT commu- 
nity in the Twin Cities. Currently, about half 
of the current Sassy Lassy Troupe identifies 
as GLBT. 


CONTINUED ON PAGE 30 


Our clients might be 
planning everything 
from a bat mitzvah 
to a holiday party 
to a team-building 
session, conference, 
or fundraiser. 


Sassy Lassy offers drag shows and drag queen emcees for their events. Photo courtesy of Sassy Lassy Events 


LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM | 29 


Sassy Lassy Events features a diverse roster of hosts and emcees for their shindigs. Photo courtesy of Sassy Lassy Events 


“I work hard to create a company culture that 
celebrates people as they are—starting with our 
hosts," Du says. 

Known for celebrating individuality, Sassy 
Lassy Trivia & Events is perfect for those who 
are looking to enjoy a game night with a little 
extra sass. 

“Тһе format of our games makes it possible 
to channel the diversity of voices in the room. 
Our primary goal is to make people feel less 
self-conscious and more likely to shine as the 
best versions of themselves, so they are in their 
best place to connect to the others in the room," 
Du says. 

Du says their goal is to make everyone in the 
room feel included and like their voice is being 
heard. Whether they're participating in a round 
of trivia or just sharing a joke, everyone will feel 
like the center of attention at a Sassy Lassy Triv- 
ia & Events soiree. 

"All of our offerings are interactive, team- 
oriented, and reward creativity and humor—not 
just the ‘correct’ answers. We don't actually care 
so much if you can't name the country that took 
home the most medals at the 2018 Winter Olym- 
pics. Any of us can look that up in ten seconds, 
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and it doesn't tell your neighbor anything about 
you that you know that,” she says. “But if you say, 
‘Well, it sure wasn't Russia,’ and make your team 
laugh, and then the host can bring the whole 
room in on that joke? That's a valuable commod- 
ity." 

As the only woman-owned entertainment 
company in the region, Du says Sassy Lassy 
Trivia & Events chooses to buy from women- 
owned, GLBT, and minority-owned businesses 
for at least 70 percent of their purchasing needs. 
Additionally, Sassy Lassy Trivia & Events is 
looking to host some coming out parties to fur- 
ther celebrate the community. 

*We'd be honored. In fact, I'd love to offer our 
nonprofit rate for all coming out parties in 2018. 
We'd definitely raise the vibration of the room 
and hold safe space for all," she says. 

In addition to private events, Sassy Lassy 
Trivia & Events will be hosting some upcoming 
public events around the Twin Cities, and they 
always include drag performances. The next 
one will be hosted at Muse Event Center on May 
10. Tickets can be purchased online with a $10 
discount when the code LAVENDER is applied. 
Find out more at www.sassylassyevents.com. 
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Embrace every moment of life to the 
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e implement proven practices for dementia care 
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THE STATUS OF LGBT RIGHTS IS UNCERTAIN RIGHT NOW. 
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Assisting you to protect your family's future financial needs 
with a custom-drafted will or trust. 


Be sure your loved one can make your medical decisions. 


Providing guidance after the death of a loved one. 
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Marriage may not be enough. Make sure you protect your 
relationship with your children. CHRIS TYMCHUCK 
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Working to ensure you are the guardian of an incapacitated loved one 


For a FREE planning guide 
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The Most Spectacular 


Senior 


How to throw the ultimate retirement 
party with help from some Twin Cities 


party services. 


Written by Kassidy Tarala 


If anyone deserves a party, it’s someone 
who’s dedicated the majority of their life to 
the workplace and now—finally—gets to 
kick back and relax. Celebrate your retire- 
ment with party services from Deco Cater- 
ing, Stella’s Fish Cafe, the Courtyards of 
Andover, or MN Pro DJ. 


DECO CATERING 

Deco Catering has been servicing the 
Twin Cities’ various party needs for over 30 
years. Offering a customizable menu and 
service to best suit the type of celebration, 
Deco Catering is well prepared for any kind 
of retirement party you're looking to throw. 
Deco Catering believes that retirement 
parties should be fun to commemorate the 
career of the guest of honor. However, the 
fun shouldn't stop at them. Deco Catering 
offers cocktail receptions, open bars, and 
hors d'oeuvres to allow guests to socialize 
and share stories about the years spent as 
coworkers. A full buffet is also an option 
for those looking to throw retirement par- 
ties that better resemble a feast, perfect for 


both large and small retirement parties. 
Deco Catering boasts its ability to cater par- 
ties from 20 to 2,000 people, and they also 
offer a variety of themes to add a little ex- 


citement to your retirement party. 
www.decocatering.com 


STELLA'S FISH CAFE 

If you’re a lover of all things seafood, 
Stella’s Fish Cafe is perfect for your big cel- 
ebration. Stella’s Fish Cafe suggests that you 
first establish a budget for your retirement 
party, and they'll be able to assist to stay 
within that budget. Also, because you've been 
working with many of the same people for 
years, there's likely no one who knows how 
to throw you a retirement party that you'll 
love better than your coworkers. Stella's Fish 
Cafe suggests reaching out to coworkers for 
assistance with preparing the celebration. 
When picking a venue, Stella's Fish Cafe has 
a number of options. From indoor venues to 
outdoor, Stella's Fish Cafe offers numerous 
venues for larger retirement parties. If you're 
throwing a small party or just working with a 
tight budget, Stella's Fish Cafe also offers in- 
door reservations in their private dining area 


or outdoor pavilion in Uptown, Minneapolis. 
www.stellasfishcafe.com 


" 


indigs 


THE COURTYARDS OF ANDOVER 
For a classy, sophisticated retirement 
party, look no further than The Courtyards 
of Andover. This venue is surrounded by 
luscious greenery, flowing streams, koi 
ponds, and seasonal floral arrangements. 
The Courtyards of Andover offer a unique 
selection of cocktail hours, buffets, and 
ceremonies depending on the type of re- 
tirement party you're looking to throw. Be- 
cause their venue can seat over 600 guests, 
the Courtyards of Andover are best suited 
for those looking to throw larger retirement 
parties. Despite the venue size, the Court- 
yards of Andover can make the largest re- 


tirement party seem small and intimate. 
www.courtyardsofandover.com 


MN PRO DJ 

Whether you're musically inclined or 
just a fan of a good dance party, you might 
want to book MN Pro DJ for a retirement 
party that your guests will surely not forget. 
Founded in 1998, MN Pro DJ offers a vari- 
ety of services including experienced DJs, 
creative lighting, ceremonies, up-front con- 
sultations, games and props, and reliable 
communication throughout the planning 
process. All of the DJs are professionals, 
and none of them work with a set playlist, 
making the entertainment entirely decided 
by you and your guests. While their prices 
start at $495 for a four-hour gig, they of- 
fer different types of celebrations that are 
priced accordingly. For dinner or cocktail 
music, it's $50 an hour, and for additional 
dance music, it’s $100 an hour. Planning 
a budget is important to help MN Pro DJ 
plan the best retirement party based on 


your needs. 
www.minnesotaprodj.com 


Whether you're looking for a quaint re- 
tirement party among wildlife, an indoor 
seafood celebration, a full buffet that will 
keep you and your guests full until the next 
retirement party, or a fun party filled with 
music that will both make you sentimental 
and want to dance, you'll want to consider 
what these retirement party services can 
provide for you. B 
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LIVES 


LEATHER LIFE 


PHOTO BY SETH IVERSON 


Sam Carlisle, 1946-2018 


Samuel W. “Sam” Carlisle, a leader in Minnesota's leather community 
for many years, died on March 27, 2018, in Minneapolis. At the time of his 
death he was surrounded by friends and family. 

Carlisle was born March 2, 1946, in Lake Benton, Minn., and during 
his youth lived on the family farmstead. In the mid-1960s, he moved to 
Minneapolis. His roommate at the time, Patrick Pierson, recalled that, like 
so many young gay men who moved to the city, they lived for a while near 
Loring Park. They also hung around the outside of a gay bar called Sut- 
ton Place until they were old enough to enter the bar legally. Pierson also 
recalled that at the time Carlisle's friends called him "Sammy." 

In the mid-1960s, Carlisle began working at Dayton's department store 
in downtown Minneapolis. He spent over 38 years at Dayton's in a career 
that ranged from window display designer to furniture sales manager, re- 
tiring from the Dayton's Southdale Home Store in 2007. He sported an 
amazing handlebar mustache and a colorful array of sports coats, suits, 
and shoes. 

In 1992, Carlisle joined the Atons of Minneapolis and remained a mem- 
ber for 26 years until his death. His first task for the club was to be the 
social chairman. He arranged club dinners and events that helped to in- 
crease the club's membership and involvement with other leather clubs 
and organizations in Minnesota. Carlisle went on to serve the Atons as 
president, vice-president, treasurer, and run chair. 

Around 1995, Carlisle first became involved with leather pride, which 
atthattime was simply a bar night held during the Twin Cities Pride week- 
end. Over the years of his involvement, the leather pride planning commit- 
tee evolved into an organization called Minnesota Leather Pride (ММІР). 
Along with a team of other volunteers, Carlisle helped to expand Minne- 
sota's leather pride celebration into a month of kink and leather events 
during Pride month in June. Carlisle continued to serve MNLP until the 
time of his death. 

Like many leathermen before him, Carlisle was a motorcycle rider. In 
2003, he joined the fledgling Twin City Riders, a GLBT motorcycle group. 
He frequently led the group's Sunday rides and organized the group's 
yearly trips to Duluth/Superior Pride. He also organized the Twin City 
Riders contingent in the annual Ashley Rukes Pride Parade. 

Carlisle's activism and leadership in the leather community extended 
outside Minnesota. He frequently traveled to leather events, such as runs 
and contests, in other cities. He became well known to members of other 
clubs, including the Corn Haulers L&L Club of Iowa and the Kansas City 
Pioneers Leather Levi Club. For four years, Carlisle served as president 
of the Mid-America Conference of Clubs (MACC), an inter-club organiza- 
tion that coordinates activities among midwestern leather clubs. In every 
group to which Carlisle belonged, he worked hard to foster a strong sense 
of camaraderie. 

As a designer and in life, Carlisle believed that “more is more." He had 
three closets full of leather. He used former store display items to decorate 
his home dramatically yet tastefully. The table centerpieces he created for 
banquets at runs presented by the Atons are legendary. In the 1980s, Car- 
lisle lived with his partner Glen Peterson in Minneapolis, until Peterson's 
death of complications from AIDS in 1989. Longtime friend David Ander- 
son recalled that at Peterson's memorial service at Lakewood Cemetery, 
Carlisle handed out his large collection of silver bells and those in atten- 
dance rang them while Carlisle carried Peterson's ashes into the chapel. 

Carlisle almost never missed traveling to Washington, D.C., in January 
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Sam Carlisle. Photo by Seth Iverson 


to attend the Mid-Atlantic Leather weekend. This is where he eventually 
met his future husband, Michael Kramer. In January 2017, while attending 
Mid-Atlantic Leather, Carlisle and Kramer were married while surround- 
ed by their leather family. The couple loved to take long cross-country 
rides together on their motorcycles. They rode south to Key West, west 
to Idaho Falls through Yellowstone, and east through the area of the five 
Great Lakes. 

Carlisle is survived by husband Michael Kramer, sister Nancy (James) 
Hatter, nephew James Carlisle, and cousins and other relatives. He leaves 
behind his roommate Del Vogt, their cats Wesco, Chippewa, and Prada, 
and many friends, club brothers, fellow riders, and a large leather family. 

A memorial for Carlisle was held on Saturday, April 7, at The Cowles 
Center. Many of the more than 250 attendees wore leather, uniforms, and 
other colorful clothing to honor Carlisle's outgoing nature. 

At the request of Carlisle's family, any memorial donations may be 
made in his name to The Aliveness Project in Minneapolis. B 
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2018 Volvo XC60 


It was early in the morning inside Cobo Center in Detroit on a typi- 
cally cold January. The Media Days for the 2018 North American Inter- 
national Auto Show (NAIAS) just kicked off. All in attendance scrambled 
for caffeine and warmth. The media and industry gathered for the first 
piece of the day's agenda—the awarding of the North American Car, 
Truck, and Utility of the Year. 

'This prestigious award underwent an extensive evaluation process 
by leading members of the automotive media corps. After the list was 
whittled down per each category, three finalists emerge for final consid- 
eration. The winners were announced at this first media conference of 
NAIAS. 

For those observing the machinations of the NACOTY awards—and 
of this industry—it might not come as a surprise that the North Ameri- 
can Utility of The Year award was awarded to the Volvo XC60. It would be 
the second such award in a row for Volvo Cars and its resurgent lineup. 

On top of that, this same XC60 was also awarded the World Car of 
Тһе Year a month ago at the New York International Auto Show. This 
award was courtesy of another panel of automotive media professionals 
from around the world. 

What do these journalists know that we don't? 

Тһе new XC60 represents a progression of thinking, engineering, 
design, and execution expected from a company once observed as stag- 
nant under Ford's ownership. With money from their Chinese corporate 
patrons —Geely—Volvo Cars has emerged with superb new products 
setting the standard for their vision of what a premium vehicle brand 
could achieve when given full license to be creative in every aspect of 
the product. 

The result has been strong sales growth and a huge rise in their 


brand cache. Volvos are seen as distinctively different. The latest new 
vehicles exhibit advanced crash-prevention technologies, inviting cabins 
full of the current technology, and a design philosophy that creates dis- 
tinction following form and function. 

In the most competitive segment among premium brands—the com- 
pact SUV—Volvo knew it would need a fresh approach to a very popular 
vehicle. The XC60 was primed with a lot of the engineering, design, and 
technology seen on the multiple-times-over award-winning XC90 medi- 
um SUV. Yet, it also needed a few more distinctions that can seal the deal 
for this new SUV—positioned at the heart of the market. 

Let’s cut to the chase and find out if the 2018 Volvo XC60 is the best 
choice in this hot segment. 

Design-wise, it offers a bit more personality and three-dimensional 
textures than its larger 90-Series brethren. Because it has a more shape- 
ly look, we concluded that the new XC60 is very handsome! There is a 
lot of V90 and XC90 combined with some familiar last generation design 
elements. The tail lamps wrap around from the edge of the roof and onto 
the tailgate with horizontal lighting units. 

We also like the extra angle added to the lower part of the three- 
dimensional grille. Plus, “Thor’s Hammer" gets an extension to connect 
to the grille. For non-Volvo people, “Thor’s Hammer" is an LED light that 
works as a daytime running light, a turn signal or just lovely accenting. 
It looks like a hammer set to its side. Otherwise, we like the sloping 
roofline and C-pillar glass shape that refuses to “square off,” like the 
bigger XC90. Overall, the lines are sharp with plenty of design elements 
that are very intriguing. 

Тһе interior offers many of the elements of the latest Volvo mod- 
els, but it has its own personality reflecting the smaller and sportier 
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60-Series platform. One thing a keen Volvo observer will notice is that 
the screen powering the Sensus infotainment system is a bit smaller. Per- 
haps a bit more concentrated. Still, this tester offered up a high level of 
connectivity, technology, and controls one expects from the latest Volvo 
models. While it has become the main complaint of many ofthe long lead 
launch reviewers, we happen to like it. 

'The seats in our Inscription tester are of the same design as the ergo- 
nomic ones found on the XC90. They offer adjustments aplenty to ensure 
the right combination of support and comfort. Rear seat space is also quite 
good, even with the lower roof than the previous generation. Needless to 
say, the XC60 is already promising to be quite awesome. Cargo space is 
expandable to 63.3 cubic feet with the rear seat down. 

Our tester had the 15-speaker Bowers & Wilkins audio system. It is 
as good inside the XC60 than it is on the XC90. The system offers clean- 


er, crisper sound all around in three modes—Individual Stage, Studio, 
and Concert Hall. There are plenty of audio playback options, including 
Apple CarPlay and Android Auto connectivity. 

ፐከር T6 engine with its all-wheel drive is another familiar piece to be- 
hold. The big difference is because of the XC60's smaller mass—4,199 
pounds, compared to 4,627 pounds on the XC90 T6 Inscription—that you 
now feel the performance and traction better. The T6 combination starts 
with the Drive-E 2.0-liter turbocharged and supercharged four-cylinder 
engine, good for 316 horsepower. In our care, we saw an average of 22.1 
MPG in fuel consumption. 

Our T6 tester had the eight-speed automatic transmission connected 
to an all-wheel-drive system. The latter works very well to provide trac- 
tion on wet, snow, and ice. No need to do any settings, except if you 
have to go off the highway. The Off Road can be selected from the Drive 
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Mode switch, but it works best at lower speeds. Dynamic mode works 
by providing quicker shifts and adding more weight to the steering 
system. 

Being lighter in weight means the XC60 is also very agile and 
sure-footed. Our Inscription T6 tester offers a smooth, soft ride on top 
of its agility and handling capabilities. It drives on par with its com- 
petitors, perhaps a bit better. It also helped to have the four-corner 
air suspension on our tester. It did assist in keeping things smooth 
during our shifts in the XC60. 

The steering action is superb, with a better turning radius and on- 
center feel overall. The brakes are extremely good, with great stops 
in normal, panic, and winter conditions. The pedal has a good feel, but 
it is positioned too close and level to the accelerator. 

On this tester is Volvo’s IntelliSafe system, which offers an ad- 
vanced level of safety above what its competitors offer. Of note is Pilot 
Assist, which enables you to take your hands off the wheel for some 
moments. This is just a taste of autonomous driving technology, but 
one to take some care about. Try it once and see how the XC60 can 
hold its lane and distance between the car in front of it with no hands 
on the wheel. Our tester also had a head-up display, park assist, and 
a 360-degree camera. 

Pricing will start from $41,500 for a T5 Momentum model with 
all-wheel drive. This ፲6 AWD Inscription came with a sticker price 
of $63,290. 

It is safe to say that the XC60 is worthy of the North American 
Utility of the Year nod back in January. It is a well-executed smaller 
SUV for those who want something safer and technologically current. 
It is also a handsome vehicle—some might say, even more handsome 
than the larger XC90. 

More so, we love how the XC60 returns the smiles on our faces 
as we drive it. With so many choices in this segment, having one that 
makes us happy is a win in our books. That, in a nutshell, is the new 
Volvo XC60—a winner in our hearts! 8 
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The Fairy 
Tale Continues 


Maybe it wasn't the best idea to read a compilation of all the people 
who have been killed by alligators in Florida since 1990. Especially not 
right before we headed to an alligator-rich area to swim in a remote natu- 
ral spring. 

“Did you know that in 1990, the same year we first met, an alligator 
killed a woman who was enjoying a picnic with her family on the shores 
of the very springs you want to swim in?!" I exclaimed to my spouse. 
"The alligator dragged her into the water and buried her in an under- 
water cave shortly after she served her husband a plateful of Hawaiian 
salad." 

I don't know what I was more upset by: the image of a loving wife in 
the jaws of a prehistoric beast, or the disappointment her husband must 
have felt in not being able to enjoy his Hawaiian salad. I love that stuff! It 
is the only dish that allows an adult in polite society to eat marshmallows 
as part of a meal. 

My spouse didn't even bother looking up at me. She was too busy 
scrambling around the hotel room, trying to ready the kids up for our 
day trip. We were spending a long weekend in Orlando, and she wanted 
to take a nature break from theme park madness. 

“Will you stop reading that nonsense and focus on something impor- 
tant: like making sure we bring enough water so the children don't die of 
dehydration!" she said. 

And that, dear readers, is our relationship in a nutshell. Her focus is 
on the boring, day-to-day details of keeping our family afloat. And I'm in 
a perpetual panic over the monsters—real and imagined—that are stalk- 
ing us from the depths. 

Our relationship is just like a Disney fairytale! We fell in love in our 
mid-20s, but were cursed by a dark fairy and driven apart. For the next 
quarter-century years, we travelled separate paths until we were won- 


drously reunited on the 25th anniversary of our first kiss. We married 
a year later. 

But Disney never follows its lovebirds after they buy a two-flat in the 
suburbs, merge kids and pets, and struggle to understand the multitudes 
of stupid and annoying habits each partner has nurtured over 50 years 
of life. 

She has two teenagers, who I adore. They regard me as a slot ma- 
chine that spits out sugary drinks, junk food, and cash anytime they feed 
me a compliment. My spouse reminds me constantly that bribery is not 
parenting. The kids and I disagree. 

Becoming a parent at age 50 is like mysteriously waking up in an 
enchanted forest after falling asleep in the comfort of your own bed. It's 
shocking and scary, and you don't know how the hell you got there. You 
have stumbled into a magical land filled with strange and vulnerable 
creatures who are counting on your messy skills to navigate them to 
safety. 

'This has been a challenge for an adult who often forgets to brush her 
own hair before heading to work. 

Im terrible at the details of child rearing, so instead I concentrate on 
battling the biggest monsters threatening our family. For example, we 
just learned that our 18-year-old got accepted into a very prestigious and 
very expensive university. While his mom began teaching him skills on 
how to live without her, I strapped on my armor and began an assault on 
the debt-breathing tuition dragon threatening us. 

And at the hot springs near Orlando, while my spouse slapped sun- 
screen on the kids and fed them fruit instead of the crap they wanted 
from the vending machine, I vigilantly paced the shore, watching for al- 
ligators and any other monsters that might eat us. Ш 
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Community Connection brings 
visibility to local GLBT-friendly non- 
profit organizations.To reserve your 
listing in Community Connection, 
call 612-436-4698 or email advertis- 
ing @lavendermagazine.com. 


ADVOCACY 

Rainbow Health Initiative 

Committed to advancing the health and 
wellness of LGBTQ communities through 
research, education and advocacy. 
2021 E. Hennepin Ave., Ste. 220 
Minneapolis, MN 55413 

(612) 206-3180 
www.rainbowhealth.org 


AIDS/HIV INFO & TREATMENT 
Aliveness Project, The 

Community Center for Individuals Living 
with HIV/AIDS - On-site Meals, Food 
Shelf and Supportive Services. 

3808 Nicollet Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55409 

(612) 824-LIFE (5433) www.aliveness.org 


Minnesota AIDS Project AIDSLine 
Statewide referral service for HIV 
information & resources including testing, 
care services, education around PrEP. 
2577 Territorial Road 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

Metro: (612) 373-2437 

Statewide: (800) 248-2437 
mapaidsline@mnaidsproject.org 
www.mnaidsproject.org 


U of MN HIV Research Studies 

Looking for HIV+ and HIV- individuals to 
participate in research studies. 

420 Delaware St. SE 

Minneapolis, MN 55455 

(612) 625-7472 

hiv.umn.edu 


ANIMAL RESCUE 

Second Chance Animal Rescue 
Dedicated to rescuing, fostering, caring 
for, and adopting out dogs and cats into 
forever homes. 

P.O. Box 10533 

White Bear Lake, MN 55110 

(651) 771-5662 
www.secondchancerescue.org 


BUSINESS ASSOCIATIONS 

Twin Cities Quorum 

Your GLBTQA chamber of commerce 
working to invigorate, build & partner for 
a diverse business community. 

18 N. 12th St., Ste. 3606 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 460-8153 


www.twincitiesquorum.com 


EVENT VENUES 

Germanic-American Institute 
Germanic-American Institute - Old World 
Charm as the perfect backdrop for your 
wedding day. 

301 Summit Ave. St. Paul, MN 55102 
651-222-7027 

www.gai-mn.org 
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Landmark Center 

A classic venue, with a grand cortile and 
beautiful courtrooms, accommodates 
celebrations of all sizes. 

St. Paul, MN 55102 

(651) 292-3228 
www.landmarkcenter.org 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 

Clinic 555, St. Paul 

Confidential, low cost sexual health clinic 
in downtown St. Paul. Now offering PrEP 
services! 

555 Cedar St., Fl. 1 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 266-1255 

clinic555.org 


Family Tree Clinic 

LGBTQ Health Matters at Family Tree! Of- 
fering respectful, affordable sexual health 
services to meet your needs. 

1619 Dayton Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 645-0478 


www familytreeclinic.org 


NAMI Minnesota 

(National Alliance on Mental Illness) 
Providing free classes and peer support 
groups for people affected by mental 
illnesses. 

800 Transfer Rd. #3] 

St. Раш, MN 55114 

(651) 645-2948 

www.namihelps.org 


MEDIA & COMMUNICATIONS 

Twin Cities Public Television 

Enriching lives and strengthening our 
community through the power of media. 
172 E. 4th St. 

St. Paul, MN 55101 

(651) 229-1330 

www.tpt.org 


MUSEUM 
Minneapolis Institute of Art 
Enjoy masterpieces from all over the 


world and every period of human history. 


Free admission daily! 
2400 3rd Ave S. 
Minneapolis, MN 55404 
(612) 870-3000 


www.artsmia.org 


Minnesota Historical Society Sites & 
Museums 

Make the Minnesota Historical Society's 
26 historic sites and museums part of 
your vacation plans. 

www.mnhs.org 


MUSIC 

Radio K - Real College Radio 

Radio K (KUOM) is the award-winning 
studentrun radio station of the University 
of Minnesota. 

610 Rarig Center 330 21st Ave 5. 
Minneapolis, MN 55455 

(612) 625-3500 

www.RadioK.org 


PERFORMING ARTS 


Hennepin Theatre Trust 

Orpheum, State, Pantages and New 
Century Theatres 

Twin Cities’ best live entertainment: 
Broadway shows, music concerts, 
comedy, dance and more! 
Minneapolis, MN 

1-800-982-2787 
www.HennepinTheatreTrust.org 


Lyric Arts Main Street Stage 

ል professional theater that entertains, 
educates, stimulates & reflects the diverse 
perspectives of our audience & artists. 
420 E. Main St. 

Anoka, MN 55303 

(763) 422-1838 

infoGlyricarts.org 

www .lyricarts.org 


Ordway Center for the Performing Arts 
Hosting, presenting, and creating per- 
forming arts and educational programs 
that enrich diverse audiences. 

345 Washington St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 224-4222 

www.ordway.org 


Minnesota Opera 

World-class opera draws you into a 
synthesis of beauty: breathtaking music, 
stunning costumes, and extraordinary sets. 
Performances at the Ordway Music 
Theater - 345 Washington St., St. Paul, 
MN 55102 

(612) 333-6669 


mnopera.org 


Twin Cities Gay Men’s Chorus 
An award-winning chorus building com- 


munity through music and offers entertain- 


ment worth coming out for! 
528 Hennepin Ave., Ste. 307 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-SONG (7664) 
chorus@tegmc.org 
www.tcgmc.org 


PRIDE 

Twin Cities Pride 

Producers of the third-largest national 
Pride celebration seeks sponsors, volun- 
teers, board members. Contact us today. 
2021 E. Hennepin Ave., Ste. 402-7 
Minneapolis, MN 55413 

(612) 255-3260 

www. tcpride.org 


RELIGIOUS & SPIRITUAL 
Hennepin Avenue United Methodist 
Church 


Everyone is welcome at Hennepin 


Church! Vibrant Worship. Authentic Com- 


munity. Bold Outreach. 
511 Groveland Ave. 
Minneapolis, MN 55403 
(612) 871-5303 
www.hennepinchurch.org 


Plymouth Congregational Church, 
Minneapolis 

Spiritual, Loving, Relevant, Transforming. 
Find us on Facebook and Twitter 

1900 Nicollet Ave. at Franklin 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-7400 

www.plymouth.org 


St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
"St. Paul's Without Walls"- Come and ex- 
perience the embrace of YES! Worship 
9:30 a.m. Sundays. 
34 10th Ave. S. 
Hopkins, MN 55343 
(952) 938-4683 
www.saintpaulslutheran.org 


The House of Hope Presbyterian 
Church 

A thoughtful, gracious faith community 
welcoming all people. Sunday Worship 
10am. Child Care, Sunday School. 
797 Summit Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 227-6311 

www.hohchurch.org 


United Methodist Reconciling Churches 
Congregations around Minnesota that 
intentionally welcome all people regard- 
less of sexual orientation or gender 
identity. 

www.mnrcumc.org 


TRAVEL 

Visit Duluth 

Lake Superior. Historic waterfront. 
Vibrant arts & dining. Adventure. Hotels 
and B&Bs. Attractions and events. 

21 W. Superior St., Ste. 100 

Duluth, MN 

(218) 722-4011, (800) 4-DULUTH 


www.visitduluth.com 


Visit Winona 

Cool theater, arts and music scene, foodie 
bliss, outdoor recreation paradise. Surpris- 
ingly weird. Incredibly entertaining. 

160 Johnson St. 

Winona, MN 55987 

(507) 452-0735 


www.visitwinona.com 


zoo 

International Wolf Center 

Our world famous Center features daily 
programs, award-wining exhibits, and 
live ambassador wolves. 

1396 Highway 169 

Ely, MN 55731 

218-365-4695 

www.wolf.org 


BUY A DRINK. MAKE A CONNECTION. HAVE FUN. 
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VISIT We like Monet by the river, Beethoven in the park, and 
W/ | М О № ል Shakespeare after dark - then the day polished off with a 
serious glass of vino. This might not be your typical night 


MINNESOTA 


out in a small river city, but it's very Winona. Charmingly 
cosmopolitan - Surprisingly Weird - totally amazing. 


~ SURPRISINGLY WEIRD - Come join the fun. 


